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Economic Patterns of Early Texas Indians 
 

Native Americans have been in Texas for thousands of years.  Archaeologists study 

Native Americans in Texas by examining artifacts they have left behind.  Archaeologists 

believe Indians moved to Texas about 10,000 BC.  Most of the earliest Texas groups 

were hunters and gatherers.  Hunters and gatherers were people who followed animals 

they hunted and collected food they needed. One type of animal they hunted was the 

buffalo that roamed the Texas plains.  Buffalo became a very important resource for 

Texas Indians. 

 
Over time, Texas Indians farmed and bartered goods. The Caddo and Jumano Indians 

were farmers who also bartered or traded goods.  The Caddo Indians lived in East 

Texas.  They lived in an area with good precipitation levels and where the soil was 

fertile.  They grew large amounts of crops such as corn and produced pottery, cloth, and 

jewelry.  These items were traded for shells, turquoise, and copper because these 

resources were not found in their region. In West Texas, the Jumanos were also farmed 

along the Rio Grande River.  They used irrigation to farm corn, squash, beans, and 

other produce.  These items were used to trade for animal hides and food they could 

not grow.   

 
The Karankawa Indians lived along the Gulf of Mexico and were nomadic. Nomadic 

Indians were usually hunters because they moved from place to place following the 

animals they hunted. As a result, the Karankawas hunted small animals, gathered 

berries and other food, and fished the rivers and lagoons along the Gulf of Mexico.  

 
The Comanche and Lipan Apache were Indians well known for being fierce hunters and 

warriors who roamed the Great Plains.  They were hunters and very skilled traders who 

spoke many languages.  Goods they bartered or traded included buffalo products, 

horses, stolen goods, and even people they took captive in exchange for tools, shells, 

beads, pottery, and food. These Texas Indians developed large trading networks that 

included routes reaching as far away as central Mexico and present-day Wyoming, and 

Idaho.   


